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DO NOT FORGET! 
COOPER UNION MEETING 

Monday, December 29, 8:15, under 
F. P. A. Auspices. LORD THOMSON 
on “Why I Joined the British Labor 
Party.” Send early for your tickets. 25 
cents and $1.10. Tickets on sale at 
Hotel Astor Luncheon, December 20. 
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THE LEAGUE COUNCIL MEETING. 


HE 32nd session of the Council of 

the League of Nations closed its meet- 
ing at Rome on December 13 after con- 
sidering an agenda which included ap- 
proximately forty subjects—humanitarian, 
political, financial and those relating to the 
peace treaties. A mere resumé of the chief 
items considered gives a graphic picture 
of the growing scope of the League’s 
work. This included the report of the 
Mandates Commission, especially interest- 
ing being that on Palestine, which criti- 
cized certain aspects of the British policy 
there in reference to immigration; the de- 
cision not to act favorably upon the Ger- 
man protest against the alleged French 
propaganda in the Saar schools; considera- 
tion of problems growing out of the Turk- 
ish and Greek minorities; the Italian pro- 
posal for an international insurance pro- 
gram against natural calamities; formal 
acceptance of the French plan for an 
International Institute for Inteilectual 
Cooperation in Paris, and of a similar 
Italian proposal for an International] In- 
stitute for the Codification of Private Law 
in Rome; study of the League’s future role 
in investigating armaments in ex-enemy 
countries; and helpful intervention in the 
opium controversy. Egypt was not offi- 
cially considered. 

The British motion to postpone until the 
March meeting consideration of prepara- 
tory steps for the disarmament confer- 
ence proposed by the last Assembly was 
accepted. Hence, it is probable that the 
Protocol, despite the signature recently of 
Spain, which increased the number of sig- 
natories to fifteen, will not be ratified by 
a sufficient number of Powers in time 
for the suggested conference to be held in 
June. Perhaps the whole problem of 
security and disarmament will come up for 
reconsideration at the next Assembly of 
the League in September. 


League Names Two Americans 
HARLES P. HOWLAND, one of the 
most active and helpful members of 
the F. P. A. Executive Committee, has ac- 
cepted the League’s invitation to become 
Chairman of the Greek Refugees Settle- 
nt Commission, succeeding Ambassador 
ergenthau, recently resigned. Mr. How- 
land will be much missed by the F. P. A., 
and most of all by the executives, who for 
years have found him an always available, 
wise and sympathetic counsellor. 


George W. Wickersham has also ac- 
cepted an invitation of the League Coun- 
cil, to be a member of its International 
Committee which will study the codifica- 
tion of international law. His associates 
will be distinguished representatives of the 
world’s different systems of law. This ac- 
tion of the Council carries out the decision 
of the Assembly taken on September 8. 
It looks ultimately towards the creation 
of a system of international law which 
will make possible the settlement of all 
international differences on a genuine legal 
basis. 


Receipt of Protocol Acknowledged 


HE receipt of the Text of the Protocol 

was formally acknowledged on De- 
cember 4, by our Government, in a non- 
committal communication from Joseph C. 
Grew, Acting Secretary of State. 

The League conference on the proposed 
traffic in arms, which is to consider next 
May a substitute for the Saint Germain 
Convention, should not be confused with 
the Disarmament Conference suggested 
for June. The earlier conference, which 
our Government has said it will attend, 
will not deal with disarmament at all, but 
merely with the technical problems relat- 
ing to the sale of munitions and war sup- 
plies by private manufacturers and gov- 
ernments. 


World Court Delayed 

ENATOR BORAH is to have his way! 
~J There will be no consideration, at this 
Session of the Senate, of the President’s 
proposal for our Government’s adherence 
to the Permanent Court of International 
Justice. This was made clear recently, 
when the Steering Committee left the 
World Court off the Senate’s agenda. 


Claims and Debts 

HE diplomatic exchanges and state- 

ments from Washington, London and 
Paris during the past few days on the 
question of inter-Allied indebtedness and 
of the United States government’s claim 
to participate in the Dawes receipts, raise 
many important problems. Britain, stirred 
y the talk of France refunding her 
debt to our government, declared on De- 
cember 10 through a statement of Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer Churchill that her 
Continental debtors must repay her pari 
passu as they pay the United States and 
at least to an amount equal to Britain’s 
payments to the United States. Britain 
thus returns to the policy elaborated by 
Lord Balfour more than three years ago. 
ur government steadily refuses to ac- 
cept any suggestion that debts owed to us 
be made the subject of an international 
conference and insists upon its right to 
deal with each debtor state independently 
and without reference to previous action 
taken towards any other debtor. 

Great Britain, accepting the United 
States’ contention that it be paid out of 
the Dawes returns for the cost of the 
American Army of Occupation, rejected 
formally in a note announced December 9 
our Government’s demand that American 
private claims against Germany be paid 
from the same source. Three days later 
Washington, in a formal reply, refused to 
accept the British proposed limitation on 
our claims. Until the texts of this corres- 
pondence are published, it is difficult to 
discuss adequately the issues involved. 
However, it is a fair question whether 
our Government’s insistence that the eco- 
nomically related problem of debts and our 
war claims, be considered solely from the 
point of view of American interests, will 
not in the long run endanger those inter- 
= and jeopardize good relations with the 
Allies. 


Uncertainties in Germany 

HE ministerial crisis precipitated by 

the indecisive results of the election is 
still unsettled. The Government has re- 
signed but President Ebert has asked 
Chancellor Marx to continue in office until 
the new Reichstag indicates what the 
future political alignment is to be. 

The report of the Inter-Allied Control 
Commission on the state of armament in 
Germany is to be made to the Council of 
Ambassadors this week. In the mean- 
time, press accounts of what the report 
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contains have been very contradictory, 
though apparently indicating that there 
have been a number of violations of the 
Treaty stipulations. However, no fair 
estimates can be made until the text of the 
report, rather than merely interpretative 
accounts of it, is available. 

In the meantime all measures necessary 
to complete the application of the Dawes 
plan are being carried out by the German 
authorities. Another hopeful sign is the 
report of Trade Commissioner Miller at 
Berlin, made public December 14 by the 
Department of Commerce, to the effect that 
at the end of the first six months of the 
German fiscal year on September 30 there 
was a surplus of 149,326,160 gold marks 
over expenditures and that business is re- 
viving. J. G. McD. 

The Opium Conference Adjourns 

The outspoken words of Bishop Brent, 
read following his departure from Geneva 
a week ago, have not apparently been en- 
tirely futile. While directed primarily at 
the First Conference, which was on the 
verge of turning in a meaningless conven- 
tion for control of smoking opium in the 
Far East, the criticism of the American 
delegate was not without bearing on the 
work of the Second Conference. 

The Second Conference has recognized 
the implication. While it has adjourned 
until January 12 to permit its delegates to 
get fresh instructions from their home 
governments, it has unofficially agreed 
to permit discussion on that date of the 
American amendment providing for pro- 
gressive suppression of the traffic in 
smoking opium within ten years. This 
decision, reached following an appeal 
to the League Council at its Rome meeting, 
means that the questions dealt with at the 
First Conference will be reconsidered by 
the Second Conference in the hope of 
drafting a more effective convention. 
Thus the completed draft of the First 
Conference, so roundly scored by Bishop 
Brent, has been temporarily shelved. 
The fate of the remainder of the American 
plan, dealing with raw opium and manu- 
factured drugs, is still uncertain. The 
matter is now in the hands of sub-com- 
mittees and has not as yet been reported 
back in plenary session. But it was evi- 
dent on the eve of adjournment that a 
majority of the delegates were most anx- 
ious, for political as well as humanitarian 
reasons, to give the American proposals 
their fullest consideration. 

Mrs. Helen Howell Moorhead, Secretary 
of the F. P. A. Committee on Traffic in 
Opium, who has just sailed for New York 
following three months in Geneva, has 
summed up her impressions of the work 
of the two opium conferences in an article 
for the November 29 issue of L’Europe 
Nouvelle. The article has been praised by 
members of the official American delega- 
tion at Geneva. W. T.S. 
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